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How Georgia's videogame
industry is growtng
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I o*'no
than 85 n,embe6,.nd. ndi l ingl 's t  reaching
over .100 gaming prokssionals and studenls.

jason Dell! Roc.a, exe.uti!c director oflhe
lnlerDalionrl (;amc DevelopeB Asooa
tion, slys lhc (;GDA is lhe hst aDd only
kno\rn starc.bas€d non protit tradea$ocic
tion tb. vidco gades in tbe United Statesl
lnd that p(xides d boon lor the Georgia

Lose plys dosc atrenrion to the nu'nber ol
game6 ar sork s i rh in rhe sr l re,  wbich he
eslinalcs at 2,000 rt tl video game comp!.
!ies. Qnc of the nrore hi8h pronle is Blue
Helt in MidtoNn, a mo
bile gam studb rh.r has
cre!ted gameslbr narion.l
brlnds like llajd League
8lseball, EA sports, add

TNo inrcrnarion.l g.m
ing.ompani€s kcent lY
seleded Gcorgia as tbeir
base oi Norrh Anerican
operations ()nc is Chind
based CDc (iames, $ bnb
recenrly dccided ro opcn d
Nord Ameri.an olice in
Adanta. Tbe .onpdny\
hebsne describes rben
nlin 8ame, YulginE, is
.Chin* 'first free ro

tlay, pay.nn merchrn
dne n,asnr muhiplrler
onlinc role playing E.me
(NllvlORP(;). II you dren I

izes MI1OG as when, Peoplc log on, join
the a.tion and leavewheDever they snb, bur
the game continues like neN soldien rcplen
ishing intigued troops on lhebatllefieldl'

CCP Norrh Amenca lists its currcnt sub
s.ription bdse !l mole lhan 190,000 pla,Krs
in norethin 200counrries. Thcirdata ibund
thar 40% ol all EVE OnliDe pl.ycrs .re 10
.:ted in the Uniled Stales. CCP is cx.ited
to be ar rhe epicenter oilhe U S. online gam
ing indusfyl'savs Nlike Tinnel presidenr of
cCP No(h America. we look tbnva.d ro
rxpa.ding olr CCP Nolth Amcri.an ream
rnd pldyer base over the cou6c ofrhis yearl

ing ofdevoted devdope^, designen,.nd of
.ou6e pliyers. Mdny people lrace their p.s
sion ba.k to cbildhood, including both I-oNc
and Bogost. Lo{e started on lhe Od,v$ey
ll, whi.h pliyed rbree difereDt Ponglike

Samesl He received a Commodore vn20l
and his farber "tau8ht me howlo q?e samplc
proSrans frDn the user's guide onto lhe Tv
s.reenl Gamins h.s also been a lixrurc in
Bogosri lifr since childhood when he grcw
up plrying rfly arcddes .nd Ionre consolcs.

Th.r eady training sh.ped the futureoigro,.
ing .ompa.ies .ffoss the srare. In addilion to
his acadcdic c.reei, Bogost is! le!d designer

dt Persuasive Gloes, one
of r\errl grme deqlopers
in the srale. The conrpany
produces Bames that tdck-
le soci.l ard polilical is-
su$. An exlnrpleof oneof
the ganEs is Disailc.tcdi,
described as ! \'ideog.me
parody olthe Kinkoi ropy
store, a source of tiuslra-

Some games are create.l
rhrough coDrnrissions, and
some are independcntly
crelled. A couplc of the
garnes nare garnc.co na
rional axeDtion, 
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published gdnes in nedia
ouders like Tltr N'eP rbrl
1i,r.r and C^"N.com, gamc
ponak like ShockNarc.

t
-7

6*

A 5.ene froh Peruatlv. 6an.t

linriliar sith rhe rcronym, PC itllrya.tu de-
fincs n as a rcle phyinS game on the conr-
purer pla)rd by manl peophl 'Ihe game is
contnrually ongoins, dnd .lloss plllere to
lelve lnd latc. rc'join rhe gatu. Key faclos
nr the compan)s dc.ision to open an Atlanla
oilice in.ludcd thr ardihbility ofcollege in-
terns and an inlernalionil iirport. TheGeor-
gi. Entertai.menr Invenment Acl that pro.
videst in..ntives w.s dlso ! drasl Georgia
F lukin8 signili.anl euorts ro shlrpeD rts
conrpetitive cdgc in digital enrerta'nmeDl
Nrth neaningful lcgislarion: Lowe s.ys.

Anolher orcrseas .otupany that bas tlken
.or icc of rhe st.re is CCq d well kDorvn gan,e
dcrcloprr in lrcland. trsr ye.rGeorgia based
whitc \\blf Publishins derged wnb tbe com
paDy, and opencd rhe ne{ CCP Nonh Anrer
rcan headqu!rtc6 in stone IIo!nrdin. CCP is
i leader in the nu$iv.ly nuhipldyer online
glmc (MNlo(i) indusky {irb then popular
grmc, EvE Onlidc. PC ruirid:tr. characler

wnh rhJr eid, CCP No(h Anrerica plans to
hire approrimarely 100 ployees for rheir
derclopdent dnd design depanmerls.

An additional sign ofan explrding indu$
lr)  is  the succes ot  the inau8ural  SIECE
(southern Interaclive Entertainnent Jnd
cafre Expo) e\ent lhlt l,owe co-rhrircd
sirh lndrew Greenberg, in partnership
Nirh lhr GGDA. siEcl dlew! crobd of240
atrcnd€es 'lhe stdte supported theevenr, ind
I-owe says Bill lbompsoD, ldeputy comn, is-
sbncr of thr Georgid Film, Video & llusic
olncel, phyed in instr!menral rolein rais'
ing asarcness of GGDA and brelthing life
into SI[Gl] fte expo is slaled to bc.ome
an annual evenr. SponsoF tor ncxt )e.r!
cvent hile rlieady contacted l.ohe, who is
hoping tbe erpo rlill becoDre the premie.
intcrartivr digitrl enrertdinment lrade shoN

camidg is i complex irduslr) wirh r follo{

Hi  Rrz Srudios is. local l l  basedcompanyin
Alpha.ertr fou.dcd in 2005. CEO Erez Go.
rcnls foray into rhe industr.v begln iu high
school (ith th€.rearion of his lirsl compuler
gamc. His teatu has been working losard
rh. .onplerion of an I1jIIORPG sp.r gamc
.alled GlobilAgend. overthe pdst t$oyears.
the website desfib$ lhe glne Nhi.h is ser
on 22' .enrur,y ldrth, ds "an invisible {ar

tblght not Ni$ arnirs, bur wnh elile teuN
of highly rrain€d and well eqlipped special
agents, Nhc.e terhnolo$ n d race, knoNl
edge ispoqrr, and €ver.vonehas an agorda]

'with several studios locdred ln Georgia, and
morc business relocrrinB here, there could
cortinuc l( be an intlux in rhe gamurg nr-
dlstry t-o$cpoints to the presence ol olher
digilal ent.rtiinmcnt indusrries such as h1!n
!nd lelevision, ind our sl.2 billion nrusi.
indusrry .ertainlr- help rltnci rnd retai!, hu-
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